[The health status of Yanomámi Indians: diagnosis from the Casa do Indio, Boa Vista, Roraima, 1987 - 1989].
The change in the morbidity profile of the Yanomámi Indians admitted to the Casa do Indio, at Boa Vista, Roraima, from January 1987 to August 1989, is reported. The most frequent diseases observed in 495 patients were malaria, acute respiratory infections, tuberculosis, severe under nutrition, and sexually transmitted diseases. Malaria was the main cause of death of 114 Indians throughout the period. A striking increase in hospital admissions was noted in the population from the villages which were in closer contact with gold miners. The global impact of the invasion of the Yanomámi territory by miners on the quality of life and health levels of the Yanomámi is discussed.